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Abstract

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has divided the world. While the Western countries have formed a coa-
lition to support Ukraine, Global South states have adopted more nuanced positions. Within BRICS, 
both China and India have sought to leverage the conflict to advance their own strategic interests. This 
study analyses dominant narratives in Indian and Chinese media between 25 February 2022 and 30 June 
2024. Using qualitative content analysis of 485 news and commentary items, it tests the hypothesis that 
regime type shapes narrative uniformity. China’s authoritarian system produces markedly more cohesive,  
state-aligned narratives, whereas India’s hybrid democracy exhibits greater heterogeneity. Nevertheless, 
both converge on calls for multipolarity, sanctions scepticism and diplomatic settlement. Regime charac-
teristics condition narrative diversity, yet strategic ambivalence enables both states to maximise autonomy 
in a fragmenting order.
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Introduction
This article compares how leading media in China and India frame the Russo-Ukrainian 
war and its global repercussions. It addresses eight research questions:

1.	� RQ1. How do China and India position themselves vis-à-vis the war’s main  
belligerents?

2.	� RQ2. What narratives dominate regarding hydrocarbon flows and energy  
security?

3.	� RQ3. How is the conflict portrayed in terms of global inflation, supply chains  
and growth prospects?

4.	 RQ4. What roles are ascribed to NATO, SCO, QUAD and BRICS?

5.	 RQ5. How are the United States and Russia framed as actors and symbols?

6.	 RQ6. What visions of multipolarity or multilateral reform are advanced?

7.	� RQ7. In what ways is the European conflict projected onto Asian security 
debates?

8.	 RQ8. How viable is a Chinese or Indian mediating role perceived to be?

China and India are the world’s two most populous states—each with approxi-
mately 1.4 billion inhabitants—and rank among the five largest economies. Their  
responses to a major European war therefore matter for the evolving global order.

Theoretical framework
Building on comparative media-system theory and regime theory, this study assumes 
that political institutions condition the information environment and, by extension, 
public narratives. Hallin and Mancini’s typology1 offers the baseline classification 
of media systems, yet a new wave of cross-national research demonstrates that the  
type of regime—democratic, hybrid or authoritarian—is the single strongest predictor of 
narrative cohesion, outweighing market size, GDP or media ownership structure.2

Hypothesis (H
1
): The higher the level of authoritarian control, the greater the nar-

rative uniformity on the Russo-Ukrainian war; conversely, democracies and hybrid  
regimes produce more heterogeneous narratives.

Operational variables:

• Regime type: V-Dem 2024 liberal democracy index (China = 0.10; India = 0.45)3 

1 D.C. Hallin and P. Mancini, Comparing media systems: Three models of media and politics (Cambridge 
University Press, 2004). 

2 A. Shehata and J. Strömbäck, “Learning Political News From Social Media: Network Media Logic and Cur-
rent Affairs News Learning in a High-Choice Media Environment,” Communication Research 48, no. 1 (2021): 
125–147, http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0093650217749354. 

3 M. Coppedge et al., “V-Dem Dataset v14,” Varieties of Democracy, 2024. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0093650217749354
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• Narrative uniformity: standard deviation of frame codes across outlets within  
each country.

Three mechanisms link regime type to narrative outcomes: (1) gatekeeping;  
(2) instrumentalisation; and (3) audience feedback loops.4

This reasoning builds on extensive research into strategic narratives and  
transitional media systems.5

Methodology
The pilot 10 % subsample was open-coded by all four researchers following  
standard content-analysis practice.6

Design: A qualitative, comparative content analysis of 485 items (380 media 
reports, 55 think-tank briefs, 50 official communiqués) (India = 287; China = 198)  
published between 25 February 2022 and 30 June 2024 with two references from 2025.

Sampling frame: National-level outlets (print and online) with average monthly 
reach exceeding one million; think-tank briefs cited at least five times in Scopus;  
all foreign-ministry communiqués.

Coding scheme: Two-tier codebook: (i) frames (neutrality, great-power rivalry, 
economic shock, normative order, mediation); (ii) tone (+/–/0). Coding executed in  
NVivo 14; codebook archived alongside dataset.

Team and reliability: Five coders (four native Mandarin, one native Hindi; all flu-
ent English). After 10 hours’ joint training, a 20 % subsample was double-coded  
(Cohen’s κ = 0.83).

Limitations: Pay-wall bias, possible over-representation of English-language  
elite press, and India’s hybrid regime status.

Inter-coder reconciliation was conducted in weekly meetings until full consensus  
was reached.

4 Hallin and Mancini, Comparing media systems: Three models of media and politics; A. Lührmann  
et al., “V-Dem [Country–Year] Dataset v14 (Version 14.1),” Varieties of Democracy Institute, 2024, https://doi.
org/10.23696/VDEMDS24.

5 R.M. Entman, “Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm,” Journal of Communication 43, no. 4 
(1993): 51–58, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x; M. Gurevitch, S. Coleman and J.G. Blumler, 
“Political communication—Old and new media relationships,” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Politi-
cal and Social Science 625, no. 1 (2009): 164–181, https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716209339345; K. Voltmer, The 
media in transitional democracies (Polity Press, 2013).

6 K. Krippendorff, Content analysis: An introduction to its methodology, 4th ed. (Sage, 2018), https://doi.
org/10.4135/9781071802878.

https://doi.org/10.23696/VDEMDS24
https://doi.org/10.23696/VDEMDS24
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-2466.1993.tb01304.x
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716209339345
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781071802878
https://doi.org/10.4135/9781071802878
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Analysis
1. Neutrality or engagement?
1a) India: strategic autonomy

India’s approach to the Russia-Ukraine conflict reflects a consistent commitment  
to its policy of “strategic autonomy”.7 While emphasizing the importance of  
international law and territorial sovereignty, India’s actions on the global stage 
demonstrate a cautious reluctance to align unequivocally with either side of the  
conflict. As articulated by India’s G20 sherpa, Amitabh Kant, in response to a 
question on achieving consensus within the group amidst divisions over the war,  
“Ukraine war not our creation, or priority”.8

India routinely abstains from United Nations votes related to the conflict, voic-
ing concerns about violence and calling for diplomatic solutions.9 Indian media  
outlets, such as The Hindu and The New Indian Express, frequently highlight  
India’s neutrality. However, Prime Minister Narendra Modi often frames this stance  
as being “on the side of peace” rather than traditional neutrality.10

As a developing nation dependent on energy imports and strategically aligned 
with both Russia and the West, India strives to balance relations with both parties.11  
Its stance on the war in Ukraine is based on diplomatic flexibility, allowing them to 
maintain cooperation with Russia, particularly in defense and energy sectors, while  
not rejecting collaboration with Western countries, including the United States, with 
whom India cooperates in the Pacific region through the QUAD framework. In this 
context, India consciously assumes the risks associated with navigating between  
the interests of opposing factions.

Although New Delhi publicly refrains from endorsing Russia’s actions, India’s 
policies lean more favorably toward Moscow than Kyiv. India continues its defense 
collaboration with Russia, which is perceived as tacit, albeit cautious, support. 

7 “Express view on UN and Ukraine: Break the impasse,” The Indian Express, August 16, 2024, https://indi-
anexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045.

8 “Ukraine war not our creation, or priority, says Amitabh Kant as G20 sherpas meet,” Hindustan Times, 
July 13, 2023, https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/g20-sherpas-focus-on-economic-growth-and-digital-
transformation-at-meeting-in-hampi-india-101689260645125.html.

9 S. Johny, “View from India | How does India look at the Ukraine war?,” The Hindu, February 28, 2024, 
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/how-does-india-look-at-the-ukraine-war/article67887273.ece.

10 “‘Helpful if India says Russia is…’: Germany’s Robert Habeck on Ukraine war,” Hindustan Times, July 21,  
2023, https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-ukraine-war-conflict-germany-vice-chancellor-
robert-habeck-vladimir-putin-volodymyr-zelensky-101689905438656.html.

11 Johny, “View from India | How does India look at the Ukraine war?.”; H.V.S. Pant, “Ukraine crisis and 
its implications,” Indian Council of World Affairs, 2022, https://icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_
id=7725&lid=5149. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/g20-sherpas-focus-on-economic-growth-and-digital-transformation-at-meeting-in-hampi-india-101689260645125.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/g20-sherpas-focus-on-economic-growth-and-digital-transformation-at-meeting-in-hampi-india-101689260645125.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/how-does-india-look-at-the-ukraine-war/article67887273.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-ukraine-war-conflict-germany-vice-chancellor-robert-habeck-vladimir-putin-volodymyr-zelensky-101689905438656.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-ukraine-war-conflict-germany-vice-chancellor-robert-habeck-vladimir-putin-volodymyr-zelensky-101689905438656.html
https://icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7725&lid=5149
https://icwa.in/show_content.php?lang=1&level=3&ls_id=7725&lid=5149
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Simultaneously, India has strengthened its economic and energy ties with Russia,  
disregarding Western sanctions.12

India’s position on the Ukraine war is also shaped by domestic priorities, which 
place the country’s development and economic interests above international com-
mitments or overt support for either party in the conflict. As noted by an Indian rep-
resentative at the G20 summit, the war in Ukraine is not a priority for India.  
Instead, challenges tied to economic and energy development take precedence over 
involvement in a war in which India has no direct stake.

India pursues a policy of pragmatic neutrality aimed at safeguarding its strate-
gic interests. This policy enables India to maintain beneficial relations with Russia  
while simultaneously avoiding alienating the West, a vital partner in addressing  
global challenges such as climate change, trade, and security. According to Indian 
media, this approach has earned recognition from both Western nations and develop-
ing countries, who view India’s strategy as a model of independence in an era of global  
tensions.

1b) China: “Strategic Proximity” to Russia

China officially does not endorse Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, nor does it explic-
itly condemn it. The media emphasizes China’s neutrality in the conflict and under-
scores the importance of adhering to fundamental principles of international law, 
such as sovereignty and territorial integrity for all nations.13 This stance aligns with  
China’s interests, particularly regarding Taiwan and its “One China” policy, which is 
recognized by the international community, including the United States, the European  
Union, and India. 

As noted by Wang Yi, China’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, China’s position on the  
war in Ukraine is rooted in four principles: respect for sovereignty, adherence to 
the United Nations Charter, acknowledgment of the legitimate security concerns of 
all countries, and support for efforts to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict.14  
China positions itself as a defender of peace, emphasizing the necessity of dialogue  
and diplomatic solutions. 

A central element of China’s messaging involves criticism of Western narratives, 
particularly those framing the world as divided between democracies and autocracies.  
China contends that this binary framework is an artificial construct propagated by 
the United States. Chinese media accuse the West, especially the United States, of  

12 Johny, “View from India.”
13 Embassy of the People’s Republic of China [in Poland], “王毅提出中国对乌克兰危机的五点立场,” 

[Wang Yi presents fivepoint position of China on Ukraine crisis], February 27, 2022, https://pl.china-embassy.
gov.cn/pol/zglc/202202/t20220227_10645995.htm. 

14 “China reaffirms “four musts” stance on Ukraine issue,” China Global Television Network, March 16, 2022, 
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-03-16/China-reaffirms-four-musts-stance-on-Ukraine-issue-18rnqLXxWOQ/
index.html.

https://pl.china-embassy.gov.cn/pol/zglc/202202/t20220227_10645995.htm
https://pl.china-embassy.gov.cn/pol/zglc/202202/t20220227_10645995.htm
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-03-16/China-reaffirms-four-musts-stance-on-Ukraine-issue-18rnqLXxWOQ/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-03-16/China-reaffirms-four-musts-stance-on-Ukraine-issue-18rnqLXxWOQ/index.html
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manipulating public opinion and monopolizing the international narrative about 
the conflict. From China’s perspective, the U.S. intentionally portrays Russia as a  
malevolent actor and China as complicit, aiming to deepen global divisions and  
foster the atmosphere of confrontation. 

Chinese media also criticize the United States for escalating the conflict by sup-
plying arms to Ukraine, suggesting that the U.S. prioritizes a military response 
over peacebuilding. In contrast, China portrays its involvement as more humanitar-
ian, focusing on the delivery of food and material aid to alleviate the suffering of  
civilians.15

2. Energy considerations 
2a) India: seizing the opportunity

India, as a developing nation and the third-largest economy in Asia, has adopted 
a pragmatic approach to the Russia-Ukraine war, focusing on its economic and 
energy interests. Despite Western sanctions, India continues to cooperate with  
Russia in the import of energy resources, particularly crude oil and natural gas.16

The media observe that before the war India imported little Russian oil due to 
high transportation costs. However, following the imposition of an EU ban and the 
dramatic reduction of Russian oil imports by the European Union, coupled with 
the discounts offered by Moscow, India has become one of the largest recipients  
of Russian energy resources. In 2023, Russia emerged as the primary supplier of 
oil to the Indian subcontinent, significantly reducing energy costs and contributing to 
the growth of the Indian economy.17 Reports highlight that India imports 80–85%  
of its crude oil, meaning that to meet growing demand, it is compelled to seek  
energy resources at competitive prices. 

Indian media outlets, such as Business Standard and The New Indian Express, 
emphasize the importance of strategic energy cooperation with Russia. However, 
they also note that India must balance between favorable trade terms with Russia 
and its relationships with the West, particularly with the United States, the EU, and  
the United Kingdom.18 India strives to pursue an independent energy policy, prioritizing  

15 “Who is protracting the Russia-Ukraine conflict?,” People’s Daily Online, April 3, 2022, http://en.people.
cn/n3/2022/0403/c90000-10079696.html. 

16 R.S. Jayaprakash, “The role of India’s private sector in economic relations with Russia (1991–2024),” 
Hindustan Times, January 6, 2025, https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-insight/international-affairs/the-role-of-
india-s-private-sector-in-economic-relations-with-russia-19912024-101736150454805.htm.

17 “India’s oil imports from Russia threatened after US imposes new sanctions,” Business Standard, February  
28, 2024, https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/india-s-oil-imports-from-russia-threatened-after- 
us-imposes-new-sanctions-124022800414_1.html; R. Kumaria, “The Ukraine crisis and India’s fertiliser  
security,” Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, June 9, 2023, https://www.idsa.in/idsa-
comments/Ukraine-Crisis-and-India-Fertiliser-Security-RKumaria-090623.

18 “India’s oil imports from Russia threatened after US imposes new sanctions.”

http://en.people.cn/n3/2022/0403/c90000-10079696.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2022/0403/c90000-10079696.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-insight/international-affairs/the-role-of-india-s-private-sector-in-economic-relations-with-russia-19912024-101736150454805.htm
https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-insight/international-affairs/the-role-of-india-s-private-sector-in-economic-relations-with-russia-19912024-101736150454805.htm
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/india-s-oil-imports-from-russia-threatened-after-us-imposes-new-sanctions-124022800414_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/india-s-oil-imports-from-russia-threatened-after-us-imposes-new-sanctions-124022800414_1.html
https://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Ukraine-Crisis-and-India-Fertiliser-Security-RKumaria-090623
https://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Ukraine-Crisis-and-India-Fertiliser-Security-RKumaria-090623
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the provision of stable energy supplies, which is critical for the country’s eco-
nomic development, especially following the challenges posed by the COVID-19  
pandemic. 

Indian media highlight that despite the sanctions, the West has not severed its rela-
tions with Russia entirely. The Times of India underscores that despite the war and 
the sanctions imposed on Russia by the West, Europe continues to purchase Russian  
oil, albeit through India.19 Acting as an intermediary, India purchases Russian oil,  
refines it, and then sells it to European countries. This reflects India’s pragmatic 
approach, which, despite international pressure, focuses on its economic interests  
without taking a clear stance in the conflict. 

The New Indian Express notes that the European Union, despite its intentions to 
achieve energy independence from Russia, is too deeply intertwined with Russian  
energy resources, both historically and in terms of infrastructure, to quickly realize 
these plans. India recognizes that its role as an intermediary in the oil trade between  
Russia and Europe strengthens its position on the international stage.20

2b) China: strengthening ties with Russia to foster dependence

According to Chinese media, in the context of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, China, 
like India, places significant emphasis on its energy interests. However, China’s  
approach is more strategic than tactical, focusing on strengthening its ties with  
Russia. Xinhua and Global Times frequently highlight the growing bilateral coopera-
tion, particularly in the energy sector. Chinese leaders, including Vice Premier Ding  
Xuexiang, have openly announced the intention to deepen these ties further, empha-
sizing the need to expand energy trade, invest in renewable energy sources, and  
develop technologies related to carbon markets.

China also seeks to promote alternative models of energy cooperation that are 
less susceptible to Western political influence. China and Russia are combining their 
efforts on the international stage to advocate for a more “fair and sustainable” global 
energy governance system.21 Both countries aim to develop joint energy projects  
that enhance their positions amid global shifts in the energy landscape.

China leverages its relationship with Russia not only to secure energy resource 
supplies but also as a platform to promote its technological and trade interests, 
with the longer-term goal of reducing its dependence on the West. At the same time, 

19 “Europe bought Russian oil via India at record rates in 2023 despite Ukraine war,” Times of India, January 
12, 2024, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/europe-bought-russian-oil-via-india-at-record-rates-
in-2023-despite-ukraine-war/articleshow/106777423.cms. 

20 “Russian oil finds its way to Europe via India; India now biggest exporter of fuel to EU,” The New Indian 
Express, November 10, 2024, https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2024/Nov/10/russian-oil-finds-its-
way-to-europe-via-india-india-now-biggest-exporter-of-fuel-to-eu. 

21 “China to further strengthen strategic energy cooperation with Russia: Vice Premier,” Xinhua, July 24,  
2024, https://english.news.cn/20240724/bae92e71ace9487f81cc828e1fb42526/c.html.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/europe-bought-russian-oil-via-india-at-record-rates-in-2023-despite-ukraine-war/articleshow/106777423.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/europe-bought-russian-oil-via-india-at-record-rates-in-2023-despite-ukraine-war/articleshow/106777423.cms
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2024/Nov/10/russian-oil-finds-its-way-to-europe-via-india-india-now-biggest-exporter-of-fuel-to-eu
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business/2024/Nov/10/russian-oil-finds-its-way-to-europe-via-india-india-now-biggest-exporter-of-fuel-to-eu
https://english.news.cn/20240724/bae92e71ace9487f81cc828e1fb42526/c.html
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the scale of China’s engagement in the Russian economy increasingly binds Russia  
to China.

Chinese media highlight the growing social discontent in Europe due to ris-
ing energy costs and the decline in the value of the euro relative to the dollar. CCTV 
points out that U.S. policies, including the Federal Reserve’s interest rate hikes, have 
contributed to the depreciation of the European currency. China suggests that the 
United States, despite its rhetoric of supporting Europe in the conflict, is exploiting the  
European Union’s economic troubles to strengthen its own position.

Chinese media further note that despite sanctions, Europe has not been able 
to completely disengage from Russian resources. In fact, it is argued that imports  
of Russian oil have increased rather than decreased since the invasion. This is seen as 
a sign of the weakness of the European economy and evidence of the ineffectiveness  
of the sanction policy.22

3. Impact on the global economy
3a) India: if China loses, India may gain

Indian media highlight that the war in Ukraine and the sanctions imposed on  
Russia by the West have caused significant disruptions in global supply chains, par-
ticularly in the energy and food sectors. These disruptions have, in turn, impacted  
production and transportation costs, as well as the overall cost of living.

The Economic Times notes that the war in Ukraine has negatively affected the 
availability of essential products such as cereals. Russia, being one of the largest  
producers, has become less accessible to the global market due to sanctions, lead-
ing to a reduction in supplies and an increase in prices, which has particularly affected 
the countries of the Global South, including India. At the same time, some media 
sources observe that this situation creates an opportunity for Indian farmers and 
exporters, who may benefit from the rising prices of wheat and corn on the global  
market.23

The Indian Express emphasizes that the war in Ukraine threatens the achieve-
ment of global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and that diplomatic efforts 
aimed at resolving the crisis are insufficient.24 India advocates for the need for active  
diplomacy that goes beyond the current impasse. The article stresses that the con-
flict cannot be resolved without greater international engagement in dialogue and  

22 “嘴上喊制裁 但这些欧洲国家却在偷偷加大进口量……,” [They Talk Sanctions, But These Euro-
pean Countries Are Secretly Increasing Imports...], China News Service, April 27, 2022, https://news.cctv.
com/2022/04/27/ARTIfcMLlHVudIviOzr8LzIc220427.shtml.

23 “Russia-Ukraine war impact: India’s grain exporters are gearing up to fill the huge gaps in global stocks, 
especially wheat,” The Economic Times, March 26, 2022, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/
foreign-trade/russia-ukraine-war-impact-indias-grain-exporters-are-gearing-up-to-fill-the-huge-gaps-in-global-
stocks-especially-wheat/articleshow/90464830.cms. 

24 “Express View on UN and Ukraine: Break the impasse,” The Indian Express, September 21, 2023, https://
indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045/. 

http://www.news.cn/2022-04/04/c_1128530907.htm
http://www.news.cn/2022-04/04/c_1128530907.htm
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/russia-ukraine-war-impact-indias-grain-exporters-are-gearing-up-to-fill-the-huge-gaps-in-global-stocks-especially-wheat/articleshow/90464830.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/russia-ukraine-war-impact-indias-grain-exporters-are-gearing-up-to-fill-the-huge-gaps-in-global-stocks-especially-wheat/articleshow/90464830.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/russia-ukraine-war-impact-indias-grain-exporters-are-gearing-up-to-fill-the-huge-gaps-in-global-stocks-especially-wheat/articleshow/90464830.cms
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-un-and-ukraine-break-the-impasse-8949045/
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negotiations. At the same time, India criticizes the fact that, in the current situation, 
the needs of the poorest countries, who suffer the most from disruptions in global  
supply chains, are being marginalized.25

3b) China: the west aims to harm the countries of the global south

Chinese media, such as China Central Television, also highlight the severe con-
sequences of the war in Ukraine for the global economy and supply chains. Like  
India, China points out that the conflict has impacted energy, food, and raw materi-
als markets, as well as international trade. However, China places greater emphasis  
on the negative role of the West, particularly the United States, in escalating the  
conflict.26

Chinese media often cite the fact that the United States imposed sanctions on  
Chinese companies for cooperating with Russia, which is perceived as an example of  
unilateral actions and economic coercion by the West. China accuses the United 
States of violating international trade rules and destabilizing global supply chains. In 
this context, Chinese authorities have stated their intention to defend the interests of  
their companies and take appropriate measures in response to the sanctions.

China takes a critical stance toward the sanctions imposed by Europe and the 
United States on Russia, pointing out the negative economic consequences these 
actions have had on the West. Chinese media outlets, such as China News and CCTV,  
emphasize that the sanctions have led to a sharp increase in energy prices in  
Europe, which, in turn, has caused inflation and the threat of a recession.

China calls for dialogue and diplomatic solutions that could restore stability 
to the region and the world. It also emphasizes that the key to resolving the crisis is 
the engagement of the international community in finding a peaceful solution, and  
that further sanctions will only exacerbate the economic problems.

4. The role of NATO
4a) India: both sides had their reasons

Indian media adopt a more cautious stance towards NATO’s role in the  
Russia-Ukraine conflict compared to China, avoiding direct and unequivocal  
blame of the West for the outbreak of the war. Instead, they focus on the broader 
causes and implications of the conflict, suggesting that NATO’s actions may have  
contributed to escalating tensions.

In media outlets such as The Hindu and Indian Express, criticism of NATO is 
based on a reflection on the consequences of its eastward expansion. The narra-
tive of NATO’s “aggressive” policy and the “expansion of the alliance” (the term  

25 S. Bhowmick, “Ukraine–Russia conflict: Impact on South Asia,” Observer Research Foundation, February 
24, 2023, https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/ukraine-russia-conflict-impact-on-south-asia.

26 China Central Television, “焦点访谈：俄乌冲突 谁是幕后黑手?,” [Focus Report: Russia‑Ukraine 
Conflict – Who Is the Mastermind?], April 26, 2022, https://news.cctv.com/2022/04/26/ARTIatLhmoWovRlli-
UNKEc9M220426.shtml. 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/ukraine-russia-conflict-impact-on-south-asia
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“enlargement” is not used) is quite prevalent, with many arguing that this made  
Russia feel threatened. Indian media often echo Russia’s justification for its invasion 
of Ukraine, citing Russia’s concerns about its security due to NATO’s “encroachment”  
on its borders.

Indian media also note that the recent expansion of NATO to include Sweden 
and Finland serves as evidence that Kremlin policies have been counterproductive,  
yielding the opposite results from what was intended. However, there are concerns  
that further United States and NATO’s military involvement in Europe could deepen 
instability in the region, increase the risk of military escalation, and even poten-
tially lead to a nuclear conflict.27 Therefore, like China, India calls on NATO to play a  
role in paving the way for a ceasefire.28

4b) China: NATO is to blame

Chinese media outlets, such as CGTN, People’s Daily, and Xinhua, directly blame 
NATO for the outbreak of the war between Russia and Ukraine. The Chinese nar-
rative aligns with the Russian perspective that NATO’s eastward expansion was  
the primary provocation for the war.29

Chinese media frequently accuse the United States of manipulating Ukraine for 
its own benefit and attempting to weaken Russia through NATO. They emphasize that 
it is the United States, not Russia, that is the main culprit of the war by promoting  
the expansion of the alliance and intensifying tensions between Moscow and Kyiv.30 

In this narrative, NATO is depicted as a tool of Western hegemony, particu-
larly the United States, whose goal is to maintain global dominance and implement 
geopolitical plans.31 Chinese media argue that NATO does not resolve conflicts but  
exacerbates them by providing military support to Ukraine and expanding its influ-
ence in Eastern Europe. NATO, according to this view, did not cease to function 
after the Cold War but transformed into a destabilizing global force whose purpose is  
to maintain the Western liberal international order. In this context, China presents 
itself as the guardian of peace, offering humanitarian aid and promoting dialogue,  
in contrast to NATO, which allegedly leads to escalation.

27 “Express view on NATO and the Russia–Ukraine conflict: No end in sight,” The Indian Express, June 16, 
2023, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/express-view-on-nato-and-the-russia-ukraine-conflict-
no-end-in-sight-8665392.

28 “Reflective pause: NATO and Ukraine [Editorial],” The Hindu, July 13, 2023, https://www.thehindu.com/
opinion/editorial/reflective-pause-the-hindu-editorial-on-nato-and-ukraine/article67076301.ece. 

29 “北约峰会再“拱火” 俄警告“第三次世界大战”临近,” [NATO summit adds fuel to the fire again; Russia 
warns that “World War III” is near], Xinhua, July 12, 2023, http://www.news.cn/world/2023-07/12/c_1212243790.
htm. 

30 “U.S. the culprit of war in Ukraine,” China Global Television Network, February 25, 2022, https://news.
cgtn.com/news/2022-02-25/U-S-the-culprit-of-war-in-Ukraine-17WdcT8upXy/index.html.

31 G. Guan, “A Chinese scholar’s perspective on the Russia–Ukraine war,” Institute of International and Stra-
tegic Studies, Peking University, 2024, https://www.cfr.org/councilofcouncils/global-memos/chinese-scholars-
perspective-russia-ukraine-war. 
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China openly criticizes NATO for its “military engagement” in Ukraine, accus-
ing the alliance of conducting military operations, training soldiers, and supplying 
advanced military equipment to Ukraine. According to Chinese media, NATO’s actions 
only worsen the situation and distance the possibility of a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict. Beijing views NATO as the main destabilizing factor in Europe, provoking  
Russia to take desperate measures, such as the potential use of nuclear weapons.

5. Perception of the United States
5a) India: the rise of China brings us closer to the U.S.

Indian media, such as The Times of India and think tank Observer Research Foun-
dation, adopt a moderately critical stance toward the role of the United States in  
the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Analyses focus on the economic benefits that the war 
has brought to the U.S. defense industry. Increased defense spending, both in the  
U.S. and among its allies, has led to a rise in the production and sale of military  
equipment, resulting in significant profits for American defense contractors.

There is also visible skepticism in the media regarding the effectiveness of the 
U.S. strategy. Some articles suggest that U.S. military aid to Ukraine may be an  
attempt to avoid direct conflict with Russia, while simultaneously making the argu-
ment that it was U.S. support that may have led to the outbreak of the conflict.  
From this perspective, the United States is seen as a party that has benefited from 
the war while avoiding direct military involvement, raising doubts among Indian  
experts about the long-term effectiveness of U.S. strategy.32

Indian media do not criticize the U.S. as harshly and openly as China does, but 
there are voices suggesting that American interests in the conflict appear to be more 
economic than political. Some argue that the war has led to the destabilization of the 
global energy and commodities market, which benefits the U.S. due to increased  
exports of its liquefied natural gas (LNG).

Indian media outlets such as NDTV and The Economic Times highlight that 
India has developed a diplomatic model that combines traditional ties with Russia  
and a dynamically growing partnership with the United States. In the context of the 
war in Ukraine, India must navigate between the pressure exerted by the West and  
the need to maintain favorable relations with Russia.

The Hindu reports on the visit of U.S. Deputy National Security Advisor Daleep 
Singh to India, where he expressed concern about the growing economic ties with  
Russia. Singh warned India about the potential consequences of violating sanctions 
and becoming overly reliant on Russian arms and energy supplies.33 Indian media  

32 Observer Research Foundation, “Evolving trajectory of US aid to Ukraine,” April 13, 2022, https://www.
orfonline.org/expert-speak/evolving-trajectory-of-us-aid-to-ukraine.

33 “U.S. Deputy NSA cautions India against trade deals with Russia,” The Hindu, April 1, 2022, https:// 
www.thehindu.com/news/national/us-deputy-nsa-daleep-singh-cautions-india-against-trade-deals-with-russia/
article65277933.ece.
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emphasize the country’s ability to maintain independence in its foreign policy 
despite such pressures. Media reports state that the U.S. has shown understanding 
for India’s neutrality regarding Ukraine and has emphasized the value of the strategic  
partnership with India, demonstrating that relations between the two countries  
remain stable despite disagreements on certain issues.

5b) China: the U.S. as an imperial power

Chinese media, such as People’s Daily, CCTV, and Global Times, portray the  
United States as the main culprit in the Russia-Ukraine war. The Chinese narrative  
is significantly more critical and harsh toward the U.S., accusing Washington of 
provoking the conflict and using it to pursue its own geopolitical and economic  
interests. According to Chinese media, it is the U.S., through NATO and its  
long-standing attempts to weaken Russia, that intentionally escalated tensions in  
Eastern Europe.34

China highlights the role of the U.S. military-industrial complex, which allegedly 
reaps vast profits from the war. Articles emphasize that the U.S., by selling arms to 
Ukraine and “forcing” Europe to increase defense spending, has gained not only eco-
nomically but also geopolitically, weakening Russia and tightening its control over its  
European allies.35

Chinese media also accuse the U.S. of deliberately blocking peace negotiations 
by continuously supplying arms to Ukraine and provoking Russia through sanctions  
and confrontational rhetoric. The United States is portrayed as an imperial power  
whose goal is to destabilize various regions of the world to achieve its own benefits.

The Chinese narrative, in contrast to India’s, not only accuses the U.S. of gaining  
economically but also of systematically undermining global peace in the name of  
hegemony. According to Chinese media, the U.S. deliberately stokes the conflict to 
secure arms contracts, gain an advantage over Europe, and protect its energy inter-
ests at the expense of its allies. For example, People’s Daily argues that Europe is  
forced to purchase expensive energy from the U.S., which further weakens its  
economy, while American arms dealers and politicians profit.36

China takes a skeptical view of the growing partnership between India and 
the United States. In Chinese media, such as Global Times, accusations frequently 
arise that the U.S. is attempting to pull India to its side in the global competi-
tion with China. Chinese publications suggest that India is being used by the U.S. as 
a pawn in the larger geopolitical game aimed at weakening Chinese influence in the  

34 “Russia-Ukraine conflict so far, China’s “fear” happened, Zelensky may become the world’s sinner,” Sohu 
News, November 6, 2023, https://www.sohu.com/a/734152999_121470972.

35 “美国机会主义行为惹恼欧洲盟友,” [U.S. opportunistic actions anger European allies], China News Ser-
vice, December 5, 2022, https://www.chinanews.com.cn/gj/2022/12-05/9908405.shtml.

36 “外交部：美方早知如此，何必当初?,” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs: If the U.S. knew the consequences, 
why act that way in the first place?], 人民网-国际频道, People’s Daily Online, March 18, 2022, http://world.
people.com.cn/n1/2022/0318/c1002-32378737.html. 
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Indo-Pacific region. China warns of the risks associated with a closer alliance 
between India and the U.S., cautioning that the United States may be an unreliable  
partner, often abandoning its allies once they are no longer needed.

A phrase attributed to Henry Kissinger frequently appears in Chinese media: 
“Being an enemy of the U.S. is dangerous, but being its friend can be fatal”. Such 
comments aim to sow doubt in India about the long-term strategy of aligning with 
the U.S., suggesting that American policy is based on exploitation and volatility.  
China promotes a message in which the U.S. is depicted as a warlike and treach-
erous country that draws other nations into its conflicts and then abandons them  
once their support is no longer necessary.37

6. Perception of Russia
6a) India: Russia as a weakening friend

S. Jaishankar, India’s Minister of External Affairs in the BJP government, often 
emphasizes that Russia has never harmed India’s interests.38 India, as a long-standing  
ally of Russia, finds itself in a difficult position due to the war in Ukraine. Indian 
media underscore the historical closeness of their relations with Moscow, especially  
in the context of arms and military technology supplies, which form the founda-
tion of India’s defense capabilities. India’s reliance on Russian arms supplies is  
estimated to be over 50%.39

As The New Indian Express notes, India must navigate between its relationship  
with Russia and the pressure from the West, particularly the United States, which 
expresses dissatisfaction with India’s continued cooperation with Moscow.40 India 
is in a situation where it must maintain a balance, criticizing certain actions by  
Russia, such as nuclear threats, while not wishing to sever long-standing ties with the  
country.

Simultaneously, Russia, which was once seen as a key player in promoting a 
multipolar world, is beginning to lose its reputation as a global power capable of  
responsible action. Furthermore, for India, Russia is not the most important  
economic partner, with trade volumes at just $10 billion, putting Russia on a similar  
level to Bangladesh.41

37 M. Bhakal, “As India embraces US, it should be cautious of America’s habit of backstabbing friends,” 
Global Times, June 25, 2023, https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202306/1293124.shtml.

38 “Reflective pause: NATO and Ukraine [Editorial].”  
39 Pant, “Ukraine crisis and its implications.”;  “The war in Ukraine and its economic fallout,” The New Indian 

Express, March 23, 2022, https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2022/Mar/23/the-war-in-ukraine-and-its-
economic-fallout-2433461.html. 

40 “U.S. Deputy NSA cautions India against trade deals with Russia.” 
41 “The war in Ukraine and its economic fallout.”
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For India, dependence on Russian military equipment is becoming increasingly 
problematic.42 Media observe that in light of Russia’s military involvement in Ukraine  
and Western sanctions, India must alter its security policy to diversify its suppliers.  
Commentators agree that India must work to reduce its dependence on Russia in the  
military sector, but they acknowledge that this will take years.43

Another issue for India is the growing Chinese influence in Russia. India has  
had border disputes with China for years, so the strengthening of Russo-Chinese 
cooperation poses a strategic threat. Russia is a friend, but one that has willingly 
entered into a global conflict, and its significance is weakening as it becomes more 
dependent on the main rival – China. This forces New Delhi to distance itself from  
Moscow, though not without regret.

6b) China: Russia as a useful vassal

China consistently strengthens its strategic partnership with Russia, viewing this 
cooperation as a key element in shaping a new, multipolar world order. Chinese  
media emphasize that cooperation with Russia is essential to building a more  
balanced global order that reduces U.S. influence.

In Chinese media outlets such as People’s Daily and Global Times, Sino-Russian  
relations are described as a model partnership based on mutual trust and respect,  
non-interference in each other’s internal affairs, and a shared opposition to American  
hegemony. For China, Russia is not only an important trade partner and sup-
plier of raw materials but also an ally on the international stage, collaborating within  
the BRICS group and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).44

Articles in popular Chinese media highlight that the war in Ukraine has strength-
ened ties between China and Russia, as the sanctions imposed on Moscow have 
forced it to seek alternative markets and trade partners. The increase in Russian oil  
exports to China and the development of cooperation in technology and defense 
are clear examples of this. China seeks to present its relationship with Russia as a  
pragmatic partnership that benefits both sides, while also emphasizing that it does  
not engage in supporting Russia in Ukraine.

7. Implications for the international order
7a) India: we are a global power, and the world should reckon with us

According to Indian media, the war in Ukraine is reshaping global alliances,  
weakening U.S. dominance, and highlighting the rising importance of countries like  

42 V. Sharma, “Defence logistics reform in India: Lessons from Russia–Ukraine war,” Centre for Land War-
fare Studies (CLAWS), May 22, 2025, https://claws.co.in/defence-logistics-reform-in-india-lessons-from-russia-
ukraine-war/. 

43 N.C. Oak, “Ukraine War: A Thorn in the Arms Control Talks,” Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, 
April 18, 2024, https://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/Ukraine-War-NCOak-180424; “The war in Ukraine.” 

44 “Commentary: Closer China-Russia ties vital to building a multipolar world,” People’s Daily Online, March 
23, 2023, http://en.people.cn/n3/2023/0323/c90000-10226226.html. 
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India as independent players on the international stage.45 India perceives Russia’s 
invasion as a catalyst for changes in the global political order and views itself as  
a leader in the emerging multipolar world. New Delhi emphasizes the importance 
of equitable global governance, economic and financial sovereignty, and reducing  
dependency on hegemonic currencies such as the U.S. dollar.

India’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, S. Jaishankar, articulated during the Raisina 
Dialogue that the country’s foreign policy will be globally active but not focused on 
forming permanent alliances. Instead, it will pursue a multi-vector approach. Indian 
media often stress the nation’s commitment to establishing its own independent posi-
tion in international affairs. India seeks to maintain a balance between the West and 
the East, aiming to be indispensable to both sides to bolster its sovereignty and eco-
nomic independence. Its foreign policy strategy is designed to avoid unequivocal  
alliances, favoring a multipolar orientation instead.

In forums such as the QUAD and other international platforms, India advocates 
for the democratization of global relations, asserting that no single nation should 
monopolize control over global processes. India’s role in this reconfigured global 
order is envisioned as active but non-imperialist, emphasizing collaboration over  
confrontation.46

7b) China: we, not the U.S., lead the multilateral order

China has long championed the vision of a multipolar world where U.S. dominance  
is diminished, and the growing influence of China and Russia serves as a coun-
terbalance to Western powers.47 From China’s perspective, multilateralism offers  
an alternative to what it perceives as the destabilizing unilateral actions of the United 
States, which it accuses of disrupting the global economy and political stability. 
China positions itself as the leader and defender of nations that resist subjugation by 
any global power, promoting a vision of a fairer and more balanced international  
system.48

According to Abdoul Karim Drame, a Malian geopolitical expert writing in  
Chinese media, the strengthening of Sino-Russian relations is aimed at fostering the 
development of a multipolar world. This would enable African nations to assert their 

45 S. Gurumurthy, “Ukraine crisis: The war that is changing relations, rules,” The New Indian Express, March 
30, 2022, https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/columns/s-gurumurthy/2022/Mar/25/ukraine-crisis-the-
war-that-is-changing-relations-rules-2434015.htm. 

46 M. Kripalani, “The new government’s foreign policy challenge: Economic with the political,” The Indian 
Express, June 25, 2024, https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-the-new-governments-foreign-
policy-challenge-economic-with-the-political-9412593/. 

47 W. Wang, “Second anniversary of the Russia-Ukraine conflict: Effects and implications,” Renmin Univer-
sity Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies, February, 2024, https://interpret.csis.org/translations/second-anni-
versary-of-the-russia-ukraine-conflict-effects-and-implications. 

48 “True multilateralism: Conceptual development, core essence and China’s practice,” China Insti-
tute of International Studies, November 14, 2024, https://www.ciis.org.cn/english/NEWS_183/202411/
P020241114470555963628.pdf.
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sovereignty more effectively by benefiting from more balanced international rela-
tions that respect each country’s political and economic decisions. The era of a uni-
polar world is long over. The politics of power and hegemonic ambitions are relics 
of the Cold War era, irrelevant in today’s world, which is increasingly multipolar and  
diverse.49

8. Impacts on the Indo-Pacific
8a) India: Ukraine diverts the west’s attention from the Indo-Pacific, this must be coun-
tered

Indian media underscore the strategic implications of the war in Ukraine for the 
global rivalry between the United States and China. Beijing’s strategy is closely 
tied to General Secretary Xi Jinping’s ambitions to ultimately bring Taiwan, which is  
officially recognized as part of China (adhering to the “One China” policy), under its  
control. In this context, China emphasizes the importance of territorial integrity.

The New Indian Express suggests that the war in Ukraine has exposed the limita-
tions of the West’s, particularly the United States’, capacity to effectively intervene 
on behalf of its informal allies. This observation could serve as a lesson for China 
in the event of a potential invasion of Taiwan. The argument follows that, should  
China take decisive action against Taiwan, the U.S. might be constrained to respond 
only minimally, as evidenced by its approach to Ukraine and the earlier failure in  
Afghanistan. While the U.S. may supply weapons to Taiwan under the Taiwan  
Relations Act, its commitment to full-scale military defense of the island seems 
increasingly uncertain in light of the Ukraine crisis. Indian media interpret this as an  
indication that China may feel emboldened to adopt a more assertive stance toward  
Taiwan.50

Indian media also highlight the direct impact of U.S.-China rivalry on regional 
security and stability in the Indo-Pacific. The conflict in Ukraine and the growing 
U.S. presence in the Indo-Pacific are seen as components of a broader global strat-
egy aimed at weakening both Russia and China. Alliances such as NATO, QUAD,  
and AUKUS are framed as mechanisms to counter these powers in different theaters  
of influence.51

8b) China: Ukraine is not Taiwan

China rejects any comparison between the situations in Ukraine and Taiwan, view-
ing the Taiwan issue as a purely domestic matter rather than an international one. 
Chinese media outlets, including Xinhuanet and China News, strongly criticize  
Western narratives that draw parallels between the two conflicts, accusing the U.S. of 
deliberately spreading misinformation to escalate tensions in the Asia-Pacific region. 

49 “Commentary: Closer China-Russia ties vital to building a multipolar world.”
50 Gurumurthy, “Ukraine crisis: The war that is changing relations, rules.”
51 Sharma, “Defence logistics reform in India: Lessons from Russia–Ukraine war.”  
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From Beijing’s perspective, equating Ukraine with Taiwan is a manipulative and  
dangerous tactic aimed at fueling anti-China sentiment on the global stage and justifying 
U.S. actions in the region.52

Chinese media often assert that the U.S. is “demostrating its power” in “China’s  
backyard” by forming anti-China coalitions such as QUAD and AUKUS,53 which 
they liken to NATO’s strategy against Russia. Such actions, they argue, risk escalating  
regional tensions and could even provoke a conflict in the Asia-Pacific similar to 
the one unfolding in Europe. China warns that any attempt to replicate the “Ukraine  
scenario” in the context of Taiwan is destined to fail, as Beijing will not tolerate  
interference in its domestic affairs.

Furthermore, Chinese media emphasize that Beijing promotes a vision of peace-
ful development and a foreign policy grounded in non-interference and respect for 
the sovereignty of other nations. In contrast, the United States is portrayed as the pri-
mary instigator of tensions in both Europe and Asia. According to Beijing, U.S.  
actions are part of a broader strategy to contain China’s growing economic and military 
power.

9. The potential for mediation
9a) India: a reluctant mediator

India, maintaining a neutral stance on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, is seen by its 
media outlets, such as The Times of India, and think tanks like the Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF), as a potential mediator capable of facilitating dialogue between 
the warring parties.54 India’s unique position, marked by strong relationships  
with both the West and Russia, enhances its credibility as a peace-seeking partner.55

The Times of India suggests that India could host Ukrainian and Russian negotia-
tors in New Delhi to initiate peace talks, even if immediate outcomes are unlikely. Such 
an initiative could represent a crucial step toward de-escalation and reinforce India’s  
reputation as a nation capable of initiating peace processes in international conflicts.

There is also speculation that India could help reduce tensions between the U.S. 
and Russia, which would be vital for ending the war. India’s strong ties with both 
nations position it as a potential bridge for dialogue, offering a chance to reduce 
global tensions. This role could not only contribute to resolving the conflict but  
also elevate India’s global standing as an independent and trustworthy mediator.56

52 “新华国际时评：渲染“借乌谋台”注定玩火自焚——俄乌冲突系列评论之五,” [Xinhua International 
Commentary: Hyping “Using Ukraine to Plot Against Taiwan” Is Bound to Backfire — Russia–Ukraine Conflict 
Series, No. 5].

53 The defence alliance between the United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia.
54 Observer Research Foundation, “India can bridge the US‑Russia divide over Ukraine,” March 16, 2023, 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/india-can-bridge-the-us-russia-divide-over-ukraine. 
55 A. Mukherjee, “India can bridge the US–Russia divide over Ukraine,” Observer Research Foundation, 

November 15, 2023, https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/india-can-bridge-the-us-russia-divide-over-ukraine.
56 Analyses by the Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi, 2023 and 2024.

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/india-can-bridge-the-us-russia-divide-over-ukraine
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/india-can-bridge-the-us-russia-divide-over-ukraine
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Indian media underscore that New Delhi prioritizes peace and stability on the 
global stage, a sentiment echoed in official government statements.57 According to ORF, 
India has a unique opportunity to demonstrate its capacity for high-level diplomacy, 
particularly as other major powers, such as the U.S. and China, appear more focused  
on their geopolitical interests than on finding genuine solutions to the conflict.

However, there is little recognition that India has not been eager to take up this 
role. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kyiv only after 2.5 years of war and pri-
marily in response to criticism of his earlier visit to Moscow, which coincided with 
Russian bombings of a hospital in Ukraine. Despite repeated appeals from Ukraine 
for mediation, the Indian government had previously refrained from taking any  
significant initiatives.

9b) China: we want peace, and only we can end the war

China also positions itself as a potential mediator in the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict but focuses heavily on criticizing the West, particularly the U.S., for “prolong-
ing the war”. Chinese media outlets such as People’s Daily and CCTV emphasize 
that China maintains an objective and impartial stance on the conflict, aiming to pro-
mote dialogue and peaceful resolutions – a position mirrored in official government  
communications.58

China insists that its approach is morally justified and aligned with international  
law.59 As noted by outlets such as CCTV, one year after Russia’s invasion, China 
released a document titled China’s Position on the Political Settlement of the Ukraine  
Crisis, often referred to as the “Chinese peace plan” proposed by Xi Jinping.60 The 
document emphasizes the need to address the conflict’s symptoms and underlying  
causes. While the plan has faced criticism from Western countries, China regards it as 
a demonstration of its commitment to promoting peace. The government in Beijing  
continues to highlight this stance in its official communications.61

As Xinhua notes, China has already demonstrated its mediating capabilities, cit-
ing its role in brokering an agreement between Iran and Saudi Arabia. This achieve-
ment is presented as evidence of China’s competence in resolving international  

57 President of Ukraine, “India–Ukraine Joint Statement following Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Kyiv,” 
August 24, 2024, https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/spilna-zayava-ukrayini-ta-indiyi-za-pidsumkami-vizitu-
premye-92781. 

58 Embassy of the People’s Republic of China [in Poland], “王毅提出中国对乌克兰危机的五点立场,” 
[Wang Yi presents fivepoint position of China on Ukraine crisis]. 

59 M. Banerjee, “Assessing China’s role as a mediator in the Ukraine crisis,” Manohar Parrikar Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analyses, May 26, 2023, https://idsa.in/idsacomments/Assessing-Chinas-Role-as-a-Media-
tor-in-Ukraine-Crisis-mbanerjee-260523.

60 “国际问题专家解读《关于政治解决乌克兰危机的中国立场》文件,” [International experts interpret 
the document “China’s Position on the Political Settlement of the Ukraine Crisis”], China Central Television,  
February 25, 2023, https://news.cctv.com/2023/02/25/ARTIldcoljuZ3h0LrGL43qty230225.shtml.

61 Embassy of the People’s Republic of China [in Poland], “王毅提出中国对乌克兰危机的五点立场.” 

https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/spilna-zayava-ukrayini-ta-indiyi-za-pidsumkami-vizitu-premye-92781
https://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/spilna-zayava-ukrayini-ta-indiyi-za-pidsumkami-vizitu-premye-92781
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/Assessing-Chinas-Role-as-a-Mediator-in-Ukraine-Crisis-mbanerjee-260523
https://idsa.in/idsacomments/Assessing-Chinas-Role-as-a-Mediator-in-Ukraine-Crisis-mbanerjee-260523
https://news.cctv.com/2023/02/25/ARTIldcoljuZ3h0LrGL43qty230225.shtml
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conflicts.62 Chinese media argue that if the U.S. were genuinely interested in peace 
negotiations, it would cease supplying arms to Ukraine and stop treating the conflict  
as a “proxy war” between Russia and the U.S.

In its calls for peace, China emphasizes minimizing harm to civilians. Zhang Jun, 
China’s representative to the United Nations, warns that continued conflict risks esca-
lation and insists that a ceasefire and prompt resolution are the only viable solu-
tions. Like India, China declares its readiness to play a constructive role in the peace 
process. However, its rhetoric is more sharply critical of the West, particularly the  
U.S., for its perceived role in perpetuating the conflict.

Conclusions
Both Chinese and Indian media emphasize the importance of a multipolar world and 
multilateralism, articulating a clear critique of “Western dominance” and stressing  
the need for change. However, they fail to acknowledge that the existing founda-
tions of the international order, including the functioning of the UN and the principles 
of law, were shaped not only by Western powers such as the United States and the  
United Kingdom but also by the Soviet Union following the Allied victory in 
World War II. At the same time, China and India differ in their strategies to leverage  
the current situation for their respective interests.

India maintains a neutral stance, emphasizing its strategic autonomy and grow-
ing global prominence. This is evident in its efforts to strengthen cooperation with the 
West, particularly the United States, the European Union, the United Kingdom, Japan, 
and Australia (its QUAD partners).63 This intensification spans economic (position-
ing India as a democratic alternative to China for manufacturing relocation), politi-
cal (e.g., participation in QUAD), military (arms purchases), technological (IT and  
AI solutions), and scientific (space research and academic exchanges) dimensions.

India also continues to uphold good relations with Russia, rooted in historical 
ties from the Cold War era, when the USSR supported India while the United States 
favored Pakistan. India remains reliant on Russian military supplies and servicing.  
Additionally, India’s fast-growing economy necessitates energy resources, prompting 
New Delhi to take advantage of discounted Russian oil and gas, with payments made  
in rupees, which complicates transactions for Russia.

China’s strategy diverges significantly. It positions itself as a counterbalance to 
U.S. global dominance and aspires to lead the Global South. Beijing leverages Russia  
to perform the “dirty work” of weakening the U.S. and Europe by dragging them into 
war. This concurrently marginalizes Russia on the international stage, which benefits  
China. However, China does not want Putin to lose, as this would strengthen the 

62 “北约峰会再“拱火” 俄警告“第三次世界大战”临近,” [NATO summit adds fuel to the fire again; Russia 
warns that “World War III” is near]. 

63 The QUAD Group, or the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, is an informal alliance of the United States, 
India, Japan, and Australia, sometimes referred to as the “Asian NATO.”
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Global West. Thus, it offers Moscow diplomatic support while refraining from  
direct involvement.

This analysis reveals that, despite both countries’ alignment with the Global South 
and their identification with developing nations’ interests, China and India differ  
fundamentally in most aspects of their approach to the war in Ukraine and its impli-
cations. The main similarities are their relations with Russia and their use of neutral-
ity and mediation potential as bargaining tools. The key differences are summarized  
below:

Neutrality or engagement
Both countries adopt a neutral stance and prioritize their national interests. They 
avoid direct involvement in a conflict that does not threaten their territory, instead  
seeking to use the situation to enhance their positions in global politics and eco-
nomics. However, India maintains a balance between Russia and the West, striv-
ing not to alienate either side. China, on the other hand, leans clearly toward Russia  
and takes a more assertive stance against the West, particularly the U.S., accusing it  
of fueling the conflict and manipulating global public opinion. While distancing  
itself from supporting the war directly, China highlights Western failures.

Energy considerations
Lacking significant oil and gas reserves, both China and India benefit from dis-
counted Russian energy supplies. However, India acts as an intermediary between 
Russia and Europe, enabling it to maintain favorable relations with both sides. This 
approach yields economic and geopolitical gains while preserving neutrality. India’s 
energy policy focuses on short-term benefits, maintaining economic stability while 
simultaneously building strategic ties with the West, avoiding long-term projects with  
Russia.

China uses the conflict to deepen cooperation with Russia and strategically bind 
it to Beijing over the long term. Russian resources are crucial for China’s develop-
ment of new technologies and integration of various economic sectors, strengthening 
its global standing, especially against the U.S. Unlike India, China does not mediate  
in resource trade and criticizes Western actions against Russia.

Impact on the global economy
Both countries note the war’s negative effects on the global economy, particularly sup-
ply chain disruptions. India seeks to minimize the conflict’s domestic impact while 
leveraging U.S.-China tensions to attract Western business interest to the Indian  
subcontinent.

China argues that U.S. and EU sanctions on Russia are ineffective, exacerbat-
ing tensions and destabilizing global supply chains, which, in turn, harm the West 
more than Russia. Beijing accuses the U.S. and Europe of violating international trade 
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principles, asserting that these actions damage the global economy, especially the  
Global South.

NATO’s role
Both countries understand Russia’s argument that NATO’s expansion toward its bor-
ders contributed to the invasion of Ukraine. However, India does not single out NATO  
as the sole or primary culprit, refrains from providing military or technological sup-
port to Russia, and seeks to reduce its dependency on Russian military equipment.  
India focuses on broader implications of the Russia-West war for global security,  
particularly in the Indo-Pacific.

China, by contrast, blames NATO for provoking and escalating the conflict by sup-
plying arms to Ukraine and accuses the U.S. of manipulating NATO to pursue hege-
monic ambitions. Beijing indirectly supports Russia with military components and  
technologies and conducts joint military drills with Russian and Belarusian forces  
near NATO’s eastern flank.

Perception of the United States
Both countries reject the U.S.-promoted vision of a bipolar world based on unequivo-
cal condemnation of authoritarian Russia. India sees the U.S. as a global superpower 
and not in decline, regarding it as a principal beneficiary of the war. India prag-
matically builds economic ties with the Global West and capitalizes on U.S.-China  
rivalry to its advantage.

China portrays the U.S. as an imperialist state responsible for instigating and 
sustaining the war in Ukraine. Beijing accuses Washington of provoking the con-
flict to gain economic and political advantages by weakening Russia and controlling  
Europe through increased defense spending and costly energy imports from the U.S.

Perception of Russia
Both countries maintain good relations with Russia and refrain from openly criti-
cizing Kremlin policies. India, however, is concerned about Russia’s aggression in  
Ukraine, seeing it as destabilizing to the international order and driving Moscow 
closer to Beijing – a threat for New Delhi. India remains reliant on Russian military  
equipment but is working to diversify its supplies, including sourcing from Poland.

China supports Russia as a key ally against U.S. dominance. Sino-Russian coop-
eration is presented as a pragmatic relationship based on mutual benefits. China 
strengthens its economic and political ties with Russia, gradually increasing Moscow’s  
dependency, while opposing Western sanctions as illegal and destabilizing.

Implications for the international order
Both countries view the Russian invasion as unnecessary and a destabilizing factor  
in global affairs. However, India sees itself as an emerging leader in the new  
multipolar world. Its goal is to build a strong, independent position that will allow it 
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to act as an equal partner on the international stage. India prioritizes cooperation,  
particularly with developing countries, and seeks to avoid binding alliances with 
either the West or the East. It supports multilateralism as a tool to build a more just 
and democratic global order. Despite deepening relations with the United States, India  
strives to avoid open confrontation with China, favoring a pragmatic approach to 
resolving disputes, such as those along the border. The partnership with the U.S.  
serves as a counterbalance to China’s growing power, but New Delhi seeks to avoid  
antagonizing Beijing.

In contrast, China aims to strengthen its role as one of the key powers shap-
ing the new world order. Cooperation with Russia is central to this strategy, as China  
positions itself as a counterweight to U.S. hegemony. For China, a multipolar world 
signifies the end of U.S. dominance and a greater role for countries like Russia,  
China, and other developing nations that are not dependent on the U.S. Crucial to  
this vision is the creation of alternative global structures that could rival  
Western-dominated institutions such as NATO or the G7. China views India as a 
potential competitor in the region, especially in light of India’s growing cooperation  
with the U.S. and other Western countries. Beijing is concerned that India could 
become a key element of the U.S. strategy to limit Chinese influence, which, according  
to China, could lead to increased tensions in the region.

Implications for the Indo-Pacific
Both countries recognize the Indo-Pacific as a critical region and highlight the need 
to focus on its challenges. India interprets the Ukraine conflict as indicative of the  
West’s potential response to a Taiwan crisis, while acknowledging the limitations 
of such intervention. New Delhi strengthens its independence in foreign policy and 
defense, partnering with the U.S. to counterbalance China. Initiatives like QUAD  
and AUKUS are seen as frameworks to build a new security architecture in Asia and  
the Pacific to curb Chinese expansion.

China, on the other hand, firmly rejects any comparisons between Ukraine and  
Taiwan, viewing them as Western manipulations aimed at destabilizing the region, 
undermining Chinese sovereignty, and interfering in China’s internal affairs. They 
accuse the United States of forming anti-China coalitions by stoking tensions around  
Taiwan and pursuing a policy reminiscent of “NATO expansion” (despite the absence 
of a military alliance), which could lead to the outbreak of conflict. China sees the  
strengthening of U.S.-Indian relations as part of a broader plan to weaken China, 
and they attempt to persuade New Delhi that the United States is an unreliable part-
ner, one that often involves other countries in its conflicts and then abandons them,  
driven solely by its own interests.

Prospects for mediation
Both countries emphasize neutrality toward Ukraine and Russia and signal a willing-
ness to mediate in ending the war. India, however, recognizes the complexity of the 
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situation and proposes a gradual de-escalation approach to negotiations. With its ris-
ing global influence and balanced relations with both Russia and the West, India 
could play a mediating role if invited by Moscow. New Delhi is focused on enhanc-
ing its reputation as an independent mediator while maintaining good relations with  
all parties.

China, on the other hand, believes that it alone has the strength and mandate 
to mediate in the Russia-West conflict without seeking anyone’s approval. It posi-
tions itself as a global power responsible for the fate of the planet, intervening in 
resolving any conflict that threatens the functioning of a multilateral world. China 
presents itself as a nation promoting global peace, in contrast to the United States,  
which it accuses of seeking to incite wars.

Converging and Diverging Narratives: A Strategic Summary

Dimension Overlapping Narrative Divergent Emphasis

World order Multipolarity, UN reform China: anti-US discourse India: Global South 
leadership

Energy security Price volatility, supply-chain 
fragility

China: sanctions critique India: discounted 
Russian oil

Conflict 
framing ‘Crisis created by the West’ China: proxy-war narrative India: 

humanitarian lens

Mediation role Both claim neutrality and 
potential facilitator role

China: ‘responsible great power’ India: ‘voice 
of peace’

This comparative study shows that, despite notable differences in tone and geo-
political calculus, Chinese and Indian media share a core commitment to a more plu-
ral global order. Narrative uniformity in China (κ > 0.9) confirms the integrative role 
of an authoritarian information regime, whereas India’s hybrid system produces  
a mosaic of frames reflecting competing elite coalitions. Overstating divergence 
would obscure substantial overlap on multipolarity, sanctions scepticism and advo-
cacy of diplomatic settlement. Ultimately, regime type shapes how each country com-
municates its interests, yet both remain strategically ambivalent, manoeuvring to  
maximise autonomy in a fragmenting order.
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